




1. INTRODUCTION

TASO's aim is to identify, collate and share high-quality 
evidence on what works to widen access and improve 
student outcomes in higher education. This means that 
we want to develop a better understanding of which 
activities cause better outcomes for students from 
disadvantaged and underrepresented groups. 

In 2021 we launched two new research themes 
following a sector consultation and prioritisation 
exercise: 

• Mental health and disability

• Employment and employability

Since then TASO has commissioned evidence 
reviews under both themes to identify evidence on 
which approaches are most effective at addressing 
inequalities. Our report on ''vY�9�'1v'e>r�!5tC>re.9��e. 
e.q�9�ityg�p? fC>L9i?9b.le.9 !5t�9e.�!?' suggests there is 
a need for more and better evaluation of interventions 
to address inequalities for disabled students in HE, 
and also identified a number of evaluation challenges 
specific to this group. Similarly, our report on ''vY�9t 
"'.YC>t�?�e>te.���e. e.q��lityg�p? i� e.r:r.iplC>Y'!.le.�� 9�9. 
employability' also found the evidence base is relatively 
weak in terms of that which can help us understand 
impact, and particularly when it comes to students from 
disadvantaged or underrepresented backgrounds. 

To build the evidence base, in May 2022 TASO put out 
a call for higher education providers (HEPs) to submit 
case studies of interventions they are delivering in 

these areas which showed evidence of promise and 
would benefit from robust evaluation. As a result of this 
call, four HEPs were partnered with an independent 
evaluation organisation to conduct pilot evaluations 
of their interventions. These evaluations aimed to 
generate Type 2 evidence and scope out the feasibility 
of Type 3 evaluation, based on the Office for Students 
standards of evidence. 

Type 1 - Narrative: there is a clear narrative for 
why an activity may be effective, and this 
is often based on findings of other research 
or evaluation. 

Type 2 - Empirical Enquiry: data suggests that an 
activity is associated with better outcomes 
for students. 

Type 3 - Causality: methods are used which 
demonstrate that an activity has a 'causal 
impact' on outcomes for students. 

The overarching aim of the project was to learn 
more about the approaches which could be used to 
develop these sorts of evidence by piloting evaluation 
methods which are less commonly used in the sector. 
By cascading the lessons learnt from these pilots to 
a wider audience, TASO hopes to stimulate more and 
better evaluation of similar interventions which can 
help us build a stronger evidence base on 'what works.' 

https://s33320.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/TASO-report-what-works-to-reduce-equality-gaps-for-disabled-students-2.pdf
https://s33320.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/TASO_Report_What-works-to-reduce-equality-gaps-in-employment-and-employability.pdf


https://taso.org.uk/evidence/evaluation-guidance-resources/introduction-to-quasi-experimental-designs/
https://taso.org.uk/evidence/evaluation-guidance-resources/introduction-to-quasi-experimental-designs/
https://taso.org.uk/evidence/evaluation-guidance-resources/impact-evaluation-with-small-cohorts/getting-started-with-a-small-n-evaluation/contribution-analysis/
https://taso.org.uk/evidence/evaluation-guidance-resources/impact-evaluation-with-small-cohorts/getting-started-with-a-small-n-evaluation/contribution-analysis/










https://taso.org.uk/research/current-projects/impact-evaluation-with-small-cohorts-pilot/


https://taso.org.uk/evidence/evaluation-guidance-resources/randomised-controlled-trials-rcts-method-and-practice/
https://taso.org.uk/evidence/evaluation-guidance-resources/introduction-to-quasi-experimental-designs/




https://taso.org.uk/evidence/our-approach-to-evaluation/


https://taso.org.uk/invitation-to-tender-institutional-data-use/
https://taso.org.uk/evidence/research-ethics-guidance/
https://taso.org.uk/evidence/research-ethics-guidance/
https://taso.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/TASO_NTU_EToC_narrative.pdf





